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There are various reasons why all Americans should be able to calculate mean, average and percentages. First of all to be able to tell what is going on in the world as far as marketplace, stocks, gas prices and especially data distributed during elections etc.  I believe these skills are extremely necessary also to live within your means. You need to be able to at any given time know what percentages of income you are paying in taxes or paying towards your housing. Your income to debt ratio is extremely important and if you do not understand these basic skills as far as calculating and understanding you can wind up in a real mess.
Americans need to be able to understand that when they say “55% of Americans agree” that is meaning 55% of the American involved in the poll or study. So you need to be able to read and understand statistical data as well, at least enough to give you the key info. For example, how many Americans where polled? 
In today’s world even reading your own medical data blood work and such will be in percentages and you also need to be able to turn a decimal into a percentage with ease. You need to understand percentages and decimals in order to figure your gas mileage or how much your interest rate is on students loans. I believe this is just a small portion of what should be being taught very early on in school. I know these days personal finance is a required class for many high schools which is fantastic.
The media is very misleading if you cannot interpret basic data tables and charts. You could have an extremely skewed view unless you know where to look in the fine print for where the info was gathered from and where the data is collected. You can learn just about anything these days in a book or by you tube! However if you don’t know your missing something because of lack of knowledge in other scholastic areas you may not ever be the wiser!
